
Roloaso Immodia%o July '7, 1924. 

The Uppor Mississippi River Wild Life azd Fish Rcfugc bill was passed 

by Congress and bccamo a law on Juno 7 on approval by tho Prcsidont. This 

act authorizos tho acquisition and setting asido as a wild lifo rcfugo of 

about 300,000 acres of swamp and low lands along the tiississippi Rivor botwoon 

Rock Island, Ill-, and Wabasha, Minn, The act carrios no appropriation, how- 

over, for tho acquisition of thoso lands, msrol'y authorizing funds to bc appro- 

priatod for tho purposoI The limit of tho appropriation authorized is 

$1,500,000 fortho acquisition of areas and $50,000 for administrztivo pur- 

poses, $25,000 of the latter sum to bo oxpcnded by the Sccrotary of Agricul- 

turo and $25,000 by the Secretary of Commerce. T?m Govcrnrmnt, Lhoroforo, 

has no funds at present to proeccd in tho purchase of land or in tho ostablish- 

mcnt of an administrative force& ~$or, the necessary appropriations aro mado 

by Congress and the areas havo been acquired, iho SccrotaC-y of Agriculture is 

. to have jurisdiction with respect to wild birds, game animals, fur-bearing 

antils, trots, wild flowers, and pltir.ts, and tho Secretary of Commorco juris- 

diction over the fish and othor aquatic animal life. Theso officials aro 

authorizod to make suitable regulations governing hunting and fishing on the 

areas acquired. 
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